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Educational Mini-Grant Program for Field Trips

Grant Seeking Guidelines and Program Details 
LHV’s Mission, Goals, and Funding Priorities
The mission of the Lackawanna Heritage Valley is to facilitate community action in the preservation, promotion and development of the region’s history, cultural heritage, and natural resources.
LHV’s Goals:
· Tell the story of the Lackawanna Heritage Valley.

· Facilitate partnerships.

· Preserve and enhance the physical character and economic vitality of the communities in the Lackawanna Valley.

· Improve the visitor experience.

· Reconnect people and communities to the Lackawanna River.
Funding Agencies

LHV’s Educational Mini-Grant for Field Trips Program is funded by the National Park Service (NPS) through the National Heritage Areas Program and local funds. Grant awards are made based on the guidelines of these programs along with goals set forth by LHV’s Management Plan.
Program details:
Teachers from kindergarten through twelfth grade are invited to apply for the 2025-2026 Educational Mini-Grant FIELD TRIP Program, sponsored by the Lackawanna Heritage Valley National and State Heritage Area (LHV). All field trips must take place prior to June 1, 2026. The program will award ten grants of $500 each to educators in Northeastern Pennsylvania to PARTICIPATE IN FIELD TRIPS TO SITES WITHIN THE LACKAWANNA WATERSHED REGION. Those eligible to participate in the program include classroom teachers within the Northeastern Educational Intermediate Unit 19 service area as well as educators at cultural, historic, and environmental organizations and sites. The main goal of this program is to help with busing costs for classes to be able to attend off-site educational opportunities. In some cases, the cost of admission fees may be included in the grant award. 
LHV will NOT provide educational programming at any of the sites. Each teacher will be responsible for scheduling with the site as well as scheduling with busing. Invoices for busing costs must be submitted to LHV with the grant application. If approved, the award check will be mailed directly to the school. After the field trip is completed, a short final report, including bus invoice and proof of payment and if applicable, an invoice from the site regarding entrance fees, along with proof of payment. This is necessary for our auditing purposes.

The eligible field trip sites are limited to the following: 

· McDade Park/Lackawanna Coal Mine Tour 

· Anthracite Heritage Museum and Iron Furnaces Associates

· Steamtown National Historic Site

· Lackawanna County Electric City Trolley Station and Museum

· Lackawanna Historical Society and/or Courthouse Walking Tour

· Scranton Cultural Center

· Everhart Museum and/or the Greenhouse Project
· Waverly Community House and the Destination Freedom Program

For questions about this program, please contact April Rogato, LHV Executive Assistant and Grant Coordinator. 

**PLEASE NOTE – 4th grade classes in all Lackawanna County schools are not eligible for this field trip program due to the ongoing Heritage Express 4th Grade Edition program.

	  

	Lackawanna Heritage Valley National and State Heritage Area
213 Railroad Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505
Phone: 570.963.6730 ext. 8200
	APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
November 14, 2025
 at Noon

	EDUCATIONAL MINI-GRANT APPLICATION FOR FIELD TRIPS
(Please see page 2 for details)

	Information:  Contact April Rogato, LHV Executive Assistant, at 570.963.6730 x8200 or arogato@LHVA.org.    

Instructions:  Please complete all the sections below, and submit this application in a three-step process: 

     1.  Email the completed application to arogato@LHVA.org (applications must be submitted by email).
     2.  Print the application and have it signed by the applicant and the school administrator / authorizing individual.
     3.  Send the signed application to LHV by postal mail, or hand delivery by November 14, 2025, at Noon. 

          (The signed application must also be received in order to be considered for funding).   

	APPLICANT INFORMATION

	APPLICANT  (Type name and title of educator managing the FIELD TRIP)


	WORK PHONE 
HOME / CELL PHONE  
EMAIL ADDRESS  

	SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR / AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL  (Type name and title)  

	WORK PHONE 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

	SCHOOL DISTRICT (District that teacher works in or that organization is located in)
	PROJECT LOCATION (Municipality and County)


	SCHOOL / ORGANIZATION NAME (List the school or organization name who will receive the check. Grant awards cannot go to individuals.)

	SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION EIN #: 

DUNS NO:

	SCHOOL / ORGANIZATION MAILING ADDRESS (Street, city, state, zip)

	FIELD TRIP TITLE 


	TYPE OF FIELD TRIP 
_____ History / Ethnicity & Traditions / Cultural Preservation
_____ Environmental / River & Watershed Related

	BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIELD TRIP (Please limit to 75 words)


	ESTIMATED FIELD TRIP COST (Transfer information from budget tables on page 3)

	A.
	$  500.00
	PROPOSED MINI-GRANT AWARD FROM LHV (Maximum award from LHV is $500)

	B.
	$ 
	ANTICIPATED TOTAL MATCHING FUNDS (Not required, but strengthens application)

	C.
	$ 
	TOTAL DIRECT PROJECT COST (A + B)

	CERTIFICATIONS

	APPLICANT 
Signature of Applicant __________________________________________________________________      Date _______________

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR / AUTHORIZING OFFICAL 
Print Name & Title of School Administrator / Authorizing Official ________________________________________________________
Signature of Administrator / Authorizing Official _______________________________________________     Date _______________



	PROJECT NARRATIVE
Please provide a brief reply to each of the questions below.

	1. Provide a general description of the field trip, including where it will take place and the activities students will participate in. Include a brief schedule of the FIELD TRIP’s activities.


	2. Have you contacted that site and made programming arrangements?


	3. How many students will be involved with the project? How many classes and what grade level will be involved?



	4. Explain the purpose of the field trip and list its primary goals. Describe how it supports the Lackawanna Heritage Valley’s mission by promoting students’ understanding and appreciation of the Lackawanna Valley’s rich heritage and how it contributed to the nation's development; and/or develop the students’ understanding of their role as caretakers of the environment, particularly in the Lackawanna River Watershed. 



	5. Describe the expected outcomes of the FIELD TRIP? What do you anticipate students to learn, accomplish or achieve? Explain how these outcomes will fulfill both your educational goals and those of the Lackawanna Heritage Valley.



	3a. FIELD TRIP BUDGET

	Detail the field trip’s costs by type and dollar amount. Round costs to the nearest dollar. Include calculations and add rows if necessary. 
Please note: This program does not require matching funds (other cash contributions for the project). However, information on matching funds will strengthen the application. 

	Description of Expense
	A.

LHV Grant
Portion 
	B.

Matching Funds Portion 

(Not Required)
	C.

Total Cost

(A + B)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Totals (enter totals for columns A, B, C on page 1)
	Maximum award 
from LHV is $500
	
	


	3b. ANTICIPATED MATCHING FUNDS (If Applicable)

	If applicable, list Matching Funds for the field trip. Matching Funds are monies raised for the field trip by the applicant, above and beyond the LHV Mini-Grant field trip award. LHV Educational Mini-Grant awards do not require Matching Funds. Many educators successfully implement field trips solely with the grant award. However, larger projects may require additional funding from another source. 
Matching Funds include financial support from government agencies, foundations, nonprofit agencies, corporation and business sponsorships, individuals, as well as earned income such as ticket sales. The total of the Anticipated Matching Funds in this table should equal the total at the bottom of column B in the “Project Budget” table above.

	Matching Fund Source
	Amount
	Type of Funds: Government, Foundation, Sponsorships, Sales
	In Hand, 
Applied For,
or Pending?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total of Matching Funds
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